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EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

July 31, 1996

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am writing to urge your strong support for discounted telecommunications discounts
that will empower libraries and schools to fulfill their role as universal service providers as
authorized by the Telecommunications Act of 1996. In passing this legislation, it is clear
that Congress recognized the key role of libraries in providing public access to the
electronic information infrastructure and to ensure that carriers would provide services to
libraries and schools at rates less than those charged to other parties.

If libraries are to provide the public with an expanded range of information opportunities,
they must have the capacity for high bandwidth interactive and visual applications.
Libraries are responsible and accountable users of technology. They have in the past and
will continue to leverage every bit of help. Meaningful discounts to the full range of
telecommunication services available commercially will enable libraries to continue and
expand their services in communities and in schools. Libraries in tow income, rural, and
other high cost areas may need special provisions.

I know that you are hearing from many parties about how the Federal Communications
Commission and the Joint Board should implement the universal service provisions. I
strongly urge you to give serious attention to libraries and the proposals they are making
directly and through the American Library Association.
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The Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chainnan, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 814
Washington DC 20554
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Fe~~ffi! Communications Commission
Office of Secmary

Headquarters
322 Sixth Street
Traverse City, MI
49684-2499

Phone:
(616) 922-4820
Fax:
(616) 922-0901
TOO:
(616) 922-4843

Director
Michael McGuire

Dear Mr. Hundt;

J am writing to urge your strong support for discounted telecommunications
discounts that will empower libraries and schools to fulfill their role as universal
service providers as authorized by the Telecommunications Act of 1996. In passing
this legislation, it is clear Congress recognized the key role of libraries in providing
public access to electronic information infrastructure and to ensure that carriers
would provide services to libraries and schools at rates less than those charged to
other parties.

If libraries are to provide the public with an expanded range of infonnation
opportunities, they must have the capacity for high bandwidth interactive and visual
applications. Libraries are responsible and accountable users of technology. They
have in the past and will continue to leverage every bit of help. Meaningful
discounts to the full range of telecommunication services available commercially
will enable libraries to continue and expand their services in communities and
schools. Libraries in low income, rural and other high cost areas may need special
provisions.

I

Branch Library I know you are hearing from many parties about how the Federal
Communications Commission and the Joint Board should implement the universal

East Bay Branch service provisions. I strongly urge you to give serious attention to libraries and the
1989 Three Mile Road N·proposals they are making directly and through the American Library Association.
Traverse City, MI49684

Sincerely yours,

~~/
Member Libraries Donald S. Pratt,. ~esl~ent

Traverse Area Distnct Library
Fife Lake Board of Trustees
Public Library·

Interlochen
Public Library

Kingsley
PubliC Library

Peninsula
Community Library
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F)( PM~Tt OR LATE FILED

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

August 1, 1996
Re: CC Docket 96-45 Universal Service
Dear Commissioner Hundt:

RECEIVED

NOV =71996
FeC:~:Il! Gl'lmmunicatlons Commission

Office of Secre1ary

I'm writing to urge your support for discounted telecommunications
discounts that will empower libraries and schools to fulfill
their role as universal service providers as authorized by the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

If libraries are to provide the public with an expanded range of
information opportunities, they must have the capacity for high bandwidth
interactive technologies.

I strongly urge you to give serious attention to libraries and
the proposals they are making directly and through the American
Library Association.

Charles F
Director

No. Sf Caplel' r&C'd,,--I_'_
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July 31, 1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Fedcral Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 814
WasbiDgton, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket 96-45 Universal Service

DearSii':

FeC:~:T1! :;.)mmunicatiQns Commission
Office of Secmary

I am writiDg to ask you to support diIeouatcclte~ diIcounts for schools
and..ieI. M a IIDI1IIibrary in a rural COIDftOUJity we offer the only ICCC88 to the
Intemct and New Yolk State Labor MaItct InfOl1DlDon to many people in the area. At 1he
present 1ime our m00diiy phone bill~ S80 with long distance caDs ICCOUIdiDg for
only $2.50 of the bill. As rm IIIR you know, non-profits are charged at 1he same rate as
businC8lCl8 under 1be cun:ent system.

We are tryiDg to provide 1he best and most iacxpeDsiw senice to our paUons and
co:mmunity, discoums OIl te1ecommuDica1i ICI"Vices would grcady auist us in 1hat
endeavor.

~ take into considcra1ion 1be reqUCICB you rcccM from schools and Jibraries regarding
~ ofthesc proyisjons when making your decision. 1baDk you VC1Y much.

Yountruly,

No. of Copies rec'd I
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DOCKEI ~\\I COP~ OR\G\N~l fet.i.t3.\ communications Commission
Olfice of SecmatY

October 1996

Honorable Reed Hundt. Chairman
Federal Commwrications Commision

1919 M streei NW Room 814
Washington, DC 200554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

I

Dear Chairman Hundt ( & State Public Utility Commissioner & Members ofCongress) :

I strongly feel that there should be an E - Rate. My school is of 900 people and we only have one
online service. Ifwe bad the E - Rate then the school could easily afford more online computers so that
we students could learn more. This E - Rate thing will make it less expensive to be online, and then the
school could afford it.

Online is a very educational program, but at my school we can not use for to long because of so
many people on one machine. Providing deeper discounts to disadvantaged schools helps to give all
learners a better chance to compete on an equal footing. No school should be denied entry onto the
information superhighway for lack offunds.

I urge you to act upon this historic oppurtunity to bring the world of information to evry school
and their students on a lifelong learner in America.

No. of CaDies' rec'd
UstABCOe ~--
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October 1996

Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Commwrications Commision

1919 M street NW Room 814
Washington. DC 200554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt ( & State Public Utility Commissioner & Members of Congress) :

I strongly feel that there should be an E • Rate. My school is of 900 people and we only have one
online service. Ifwe had the E • Rate then the school could easily afford more online computers so that
we students could learn more. This E • Rate thing will make it less expensive to be online, and then the
school could afford it.

Online is a very educational program, but at my school we can not use for to long because of so
many people on one machine. Providing deeper discounts to disadvantaged schools h~lps to give all
learners a better chance to compete on an equal footing. No school should be denied entry onto the
infonnation superhighway for lack offunds.

I urge you to act upon this historic oppurtunity to bring the world of infonnation to evry school
and their students on a lifelong learner in America.

No. of Copiesrec'd.__I_
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1803 W. Jefferaon St.
Sandu8ky, OH 44870
419-826-3075
Rita Dominick, principal Oct. 16, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washinoton, DC 20554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chariman Hundt:

fedm! Communications Commission
Offtce of S8a1IlUY

/

I write in support of affordable and meaninoful discounts for
all school, public and non-:ublic, and libraries so that everv
school child and life-lona learner can have access to the world
of information technolooy. The passaae of the Telecommunications
Act earlier this year mandates the development of a rate for education,
public and non-:ublic, or an "e-rate" to secure affordable rates
reflectina the financial capability of this community.

As the Federal Communications Commission and the Federal-State
Joint Board implement the universal serve provision, I ask you
to insure that telecommunication companies provide services to
all schools and libraries at siqnificantly discounted rates.

I uroe you to act upon this historic opportunity to brina the
world of information to every school child and life-lona learner
in America.

Sincerely,

'kJ?;).g~ /~~i-)
Ms. Rita Dominick
Principal

No. of CoPies rec'd
List ABCOE '---
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Dover Free Library
p.o. Box 267

East Dover, Vermont 05341
(802) 348-7488

October 22, 1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Chairman Hundt:

HE: CC Docket 96-45, Universal Service

RECEIVED
NOV -:;7 1996

Fe~ml Communications CommissIon
0ftIce of Secmary

As a representative of rural libraries, I strongly support
discounts for libraries and schools as part of the universal
service provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

At the Dover Free Library in Dover, Vermont, our single online
connection has served patrons across the socio-economic spectrum.
It has been the first introduction to the Internet for patrons who
then establish their own accounts at home. It has also served low
and middle-income citizens without the means to access online
services at home. These patrons have researched health issues,
career and educational leads, and issue-oriented information
leading to greater involvement in civic life.

In our community, the public library is the only place where
all citizens are welcome to use these new technologies without an
out-of-pocket cost. It is also the only place where those with
low-level computer skills can receive the instruction they need to
become independent researchers in the new high-tech environment.

The Dover Free Library receives better-than-average tax
support from its town. Nevertheless, it has been a struggle to
establish our single online connection. We have funded the
workstation in patchwork fashion, through donations, grants, and
local tax support. The town supports our telecommunications line,
but that support wavers as costs rise. At current rates, we could
not hope to add another line, even if use continues to increase.

I encourage you to support meaningful discounts for libraries
and schools, offered in a straightforward, simple manner which does
not heap more administrative costs onto our already-struggling
institutions. To do so will be a huge step toward information
equity for all citizens.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~/YlCJtVU-
/)

--Jeanne M. Walsh
Director

No. of CoPies rec·d'_,.,L/__
ListABCOE



Syosset Central School District
Dr. Carole G. Hankin Board of Education
Superintendent of Schools 99 Pell Lane

Syosset, New York 11791-2998

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL
516-364-5600

FAX 516-921-0087

Marilyn Gottlieb, President
John F. Cullen, Vice President
Anthony J. Alizzi
Janet Cox
MarcW. Herman
Leonard D. Kinch
Patricia A. Maschio
Ellen Meller
Wendy Stapen

FX PARTE OR LATE FILED

October 17, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications commission
1919 M street NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

RECEIVED

NOV =7 1996
Fedual Communications Commission

OffiCI of Secrt1ary

I am writing to you about a matter of serious educational concern.
On behalf of the Syosset Central School District, I urge you to
support affordable and meaningful discounts for schools and
libraries so that information technology can become readily
available to students and residents in our community.

The passage of the Telecommunications Act earlier this year
requires the development of an E-Rate, special discounted rates for
schools and libraries. This will ensure that our district's efforts
to integrate technology into all sUbject areas throughout every
grade level will be bolstered. In addition, it will give every
child and every adult in our community an equal opportunity to
become conversant with advanced telecommunications services and the
technology necessary for success in the 21st century.

We urge you to ensure that telecommunications companies provide
services to schools and libraries at significantly discounted
rates. This is an historic chance to ensure that all Americans are
prepared for the challenges and opportunities of our rapidly
changing world.

sincerely yours,

;?1~~~
Marilyn Gottlieb
President

No. of Cooies' rec'd l
List ABCOE \------
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S1': PATRICK OF HEATHERDOWNS SCHOOL
....._-.. 4201 HEATHEFlOOWNS BOULEVAFlO

TOLEOO. OHIO 43614

RECEIVED

NOV'=7l996
Fedml Communications Commission

Office of Secmary

October 17, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I write in strong support of affordable and meaningful discounts
for all schools, public and non-public, and libraries so that every
school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The passage of the Telecommunications
Act earlier this year mandates the development of a rate for
education, public and non-public, or an "e-rate" to secure
affordable rates reflecting the financial capability of this
community.

As the Federal Communications Commission and the Federal-State
Joint Board implement the universal serve provision, I ask you
to ensure that telecommunications companies provide services to
all schools and libraries at significantly discounted rates.

I urge you to act upon this historic opportunity to bring the
world of information to every school child and life-long
learner in America.

Sincerely,

e~
Principal

No. 0.1 Copies rec'd I
UstABCOE
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10/18/96

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

RECEIVED

NOV'='7 ""
Fed.:.:'a! Communications Commission

Office of Secretary

I am writing to urge you to assure affordable telecommunications rates for
public and school libraries as well as public school classrooms, as mandated by the
Telecommunications Act of 1996. In this age of information it is crucial that we
make the information superhighway accessible to all of the public. In order for this
to happen, schools and libraries must be able to afford and provide access. Access
to and understanding ofthe Internet's resources are becoming issues ofbasic
literacy in this country and we must work to make this affordable and available to
all people. Please determine a meaningful discount or equity rate for these
institutions, so that we can move toward reaching the goal ofeasy access to
information for all library users and students.

Dan Richardson
Coney Island Learning Center
Brooklyn Public Library
1901 Mermaid Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11224

re: CC Docket 96-45

~o. of Copies rec'd I
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104 N. FOURTH AVENUE
YAKIMA, WASHINGTON 98902-2698

October 22. 1996 FX PARTE OR LATE FILED
COP Y

Sharon Nelson. Chairman
Washington Utilities & Transportation Commission
P. O. Box 47250
Olympia. WA 98504-7250

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

8atbara Greenbetg,
VIce Pl8Sldent

JoeFaik.
Member

PhyIIs Bunker Frank.
Member

Donald E. UttIefleld.
Member

ReceIVED

NOV=7J996
DOCKET NO. 96-48z;:i1 Com~Uniattions C(Jmmlnlon

OffICe of Secrl1a'Y.
The passage of the Telecommunications Act earlier this year mandates the
development of an ..e-rate" for education in order to secure affordable
rates reflecting the financial capability of communities. We are writing to
express our strong support of the development of "e-rates" for schools and
libraries. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will
assure that our children can connect with the technology needed to
compete in tomorrow's workforce.

ADMINISTRATION

/.arty Petry. Ph.D.•
Sl..perlntendent
Boord Secretary
(509) 575-3225

RobedAlexander. Ed.D..
Mg. ofSUppad Services
(509) 575-3217

RIde R. Gagnier. C.PA..
Asst. Supt.• BusIness Services
(509) 575-324<5

Daniel Penhallegon
Mg.ofC8d
(509) 575-3204

Discounted rates could result in an annual savings of $42,000 for our school
district. This would have a significant impact in our ability to maintain existing
advanced telecommunications services in our classrooms and libraries. Not
only do we need to maintain existing services. but we need the ability to
expand those services into each classroom and library. Therefore. it is also
important that you ensure that telecommunications companies provide the
universal serve provision to schools and libraries at significantly discounted
rates.

Our schools and libraries need long-term rates that are trUly affordable.
flexible and offer choice in determining which services best meet our needs.
Advanced telecommunications services in our classrooms are needed to
create informed and skilled consumers of new technology well into the 21 st
century.

~~IL~"J'-f.A-r
Barbara Greenberg. Vice-President

Q;cl.!)~
Richard Spiegel,\~resldent

Rebecca E. SCholl.
Mg. ofLong Range Planning We urge you to act upon this historic opportunity to bring the world of
(509) 575-3259 information to every school child and life-long learner in America.
RIchard L S/ppoIa.
Personnel Mg.
(509) 575-3283

~
Joe Folk, Member

we're the closesti thing to home.
~o. of Copies rec'd I
UstABCOE -
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NORTH BELLMORE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2616 MARTIN AVENUE· NORTH BELLMORE. NEW YORK 11710

TEL: (516) 221-2200

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL
~E£

'9
~ FAX: (516) 785-5670

The North Bellmore Board of Education strongly supports affordable and meaningfu
discounts for all schools and libraries so that every school child and lifelonl
learner can have access to the world of information technology. The passage of thl
Telecommunications Act earlier this year mandates the development of a rate fo:
education or an "E-rate" to secure affordable rates reflecting the financia
capability of this community.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important t~

improving learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for at
of this nation's people. Affordable access to ,technology.in all classrooms ani
libraries will assure that our children and lifelong learners can connect with tb
technology needed to compete in today's and tomorrow's work force. Advance,
telecommunications .services in the classroom will also create informed and skillel
consumers of new technology well into the 21st century. Our district is presentl
piloting TCP-IP networks to support in-building communications. It is Oll

intention to capitalize on the interactive high performance uses of technology sue
as retrieving information from electronic libraries in order to extend learnin
beyond classroom walls.

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Fed.:r3.1 Communications Comm' I
Office 01 SlCf'tIIlry I$S on

FX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Docket No. 96-45CC:

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW - Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

October 21, 1996
BOARD OF EDUCATION

IRMA F. KASS
HOWARD G. POLLITI
CHARLES H. REINHARDT
JAMES P. ROONEY
IRMA F. W1LK

ADMINISTRATION

LAURENCE H. JOHNSON, JR.
Superintendent of Schools

ANITA W. FREY
Director of Special Services

MARILYN JOHNSON
Projects/Curriculum Coordinator

DOMINIC J. SAVINO
Business Manager

BOARD OF OFFICERS

WILLIAM ENGLANDER

Counsel

~TEPHEN KOSHERS
Treasurer

DOMINIC J. SAVINO
District Clerk

As the Federal Communications Commission and the Federal-State Joint Boal
implement the universal serve provision, we ask you to ensure thl
telecommunications companies provide services to schools and libraries :
significantly discounted rates. All schools and libraries need long-term discoun
that are truly affordable, flexible and offer choice in determining which servic4
best meet each community's needs. It is imperative that these services are link€:
directly into the classrooms of our schools. Keeping up with the most updat~

telecommunications systems is a necessity for all schools in order to assure th
our children can compete and function in an ever-increasing technological worl
However, to do so effectively is highly expensive. Therefore, we urge you to act Up4
the opportunity to bring the world of information to every school child in the
United States. .

'Sinc,erely yours,.

C".... __-:_ ...__ A __ • _& C'_"'__1~



October 23, 1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 814 EX PARTE OR LATE FILED
Washington, DC 20554

.-
DOCKET FILE COpy OR\G\NAL

RECEIVED
NOV =7 _

Fec..::ro.! Communications Commission
Office ofSecrecar'l

Dear Chairman Hundt,

RE: CC Docket 96-45, Universal Service

I am writing to strongly support meaningful discounts for
libraries and schools as the Federal Communications Commission
implements the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Libraries have always served as access points to the information
people need to actively participate in a democracy as well as for
lifelong learning, career development, job searching, and the myriad
of other activities needed to pursue daily life. Technology has had a
great impact on the information available and how people access it.
As a public library in a low-income area, I personally know how
expensive it can be for individuals to find and use all the
information they need. How can we expect a family struggling to put
food on the table to afford the hardware, software, and communication
connections necessary to access the Information Superhighway,
including invaluable government information?

Libraries can alleviate this problem by providing an access point
to the information infrastructure. However, when public libraries are
almost entirely funded by property taxes of low income residents, the
library itself faces many of the same problems that individuals face.
Technology costs money -- for hardware, software, telecommunications,
and staffing to assist the public. In addition, our state has imposed
a "tax caplt on the property taxes for this area. If we don't want to
see the gulf between the "information haves" and "information have
nots" widen dangerously, action must be taken. Equitable discounts on
telecommunications rates for libraries and schools would go a long way
to alleviate the problem, especially since libraries will require high
bandwidth applications to support large numbers of simultaneous users
and multi-media graphic capabilities.

As your Commission works on implementation of the
Telecommunications Act, I encourage you to remember the need for
universal access to information and to act to provide libraries and
schools with an equitable discount, administered with a minimum of red
tape on the local level.

Sincerel y, ,..--.,~l (\ n
~Q~~, ~~
Barbara pfannkuc e, Director

No. of Copies rec·d'--- /_
ListABCOe
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Uv~ Center Moriches UnIon Free School DIstrIct
BOARD OF EDUCATION
Joseph W. McHeft'ey, President

Susan M. Haney, Vice President

Kennelh H. Johnson

Jacques E. LeBlanc

Virgina J. Tyson

511 Main Street
Center Moriches, New York 11934-2299

(516) 878-0052
FAX (516) 878-4326

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Joseph F. Donovan
Superintendent ofSchools

Alice I. Davis
Distl'/ct Cleric

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

October 22, 19aR-CEIVED
JFD 958-96 HI::

FeC:~ral Comrnuni<ations Commission
Oftice 01 SecrftlJY

I am writing to ask your support of a meaningful HE-rate- for services provided to schools
by telecommunications companies. As you know, under the recently passed
Telecommunications Act, the development of a rate for education was mandated. This
was to ensure that schools (and libraries) would have reasonable access to the world
of information technology.

As the Federal Communications Commission and the Federal-State Joint Board
implement the universal serve provision of the Telecommunications Act, I ask your
support to ensure that telecommunications companies provide services to schools at
significantly discounted rates. All school systems need long-term discounts so that
appropriate planning may be accomplished. Such rates will allow all public school
students to have access to the technology which their students will need to be
successful in the 21 st century.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

cjh
c: Senator Daniel P. Moynihan

Senator Alfonse M. D'Amato
Congressman Michael Forbes

Jo ph F. Donovan
Superintendent of Schools

No. of CoPies: rec'd"--",,l_
ListABCOE



.JC~EH\LEOO?~iJ%RLINGTON mGH SCHOOL
11838 Center Hill Road Darlington, WI 53530-9605 Phone 608-776-4001

DAVID A. CHELLEVOLD, mOH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

Donald C. Osterday
High School Counselor

Brian Bennett
Athletic Director

October 22, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Reed Hundt:

FX PARTE OR LATE FILED RECEIVED

NOV::7' 1996'
r:ed~ral Communications Commillion

Office ot Secre1ary

I am writing in strong support of significant and affordable discounts for all schools and libraries so students ofevery
age can have access to the world ofinfonnation technology. The passage ofthe Telecommunications Act earlier this
year requires that a special rate for education - an "e-rate" - be created to enable education entities to secure
affordable technology services.

As the Federal Communication Commission and the federal-state Joint Board implement the universal service
provision, I am asking you to take steps to ensure telecommunications companies provide services to schools and
libraries at significantly discounted rates.

Schools need long term discounts that are affordable and flexible. Those discounts should offer a choice in
determining which services best meet each community's needs. It is imperative that these services go beyond the
school house door and directly into the classroom, labs, and work stations.

Internet, World Wide Web, and e-mail access was possible only in a very limited way in the Darlington School
District because ofthe costs involved. An interned provider recently began service to this area at an educational rate
of$10 per month and is accessed through the local phone exchange. Also, with the revenue cap in the State of
Wisconsin, districts need to have a definite dollar amount for the cost ofInternet access for the budgets to work--we
are not like a business that can borrow money when it is needed to cover unexpected expenses. Access to
telecommunications also is a step forward in equalizing the inequities built into the way education is funded.

There wiU be countless benefits to connecting our students with technology. They will be more successful students,
better workers, and more informed citizens. They will be better able to compete in a world that is becoming
increasingly dependent on technology.

This is an important issue. You have important decisions to make. I urge you to act on behalfofall children that will
benefit from your actions.

Sincerely,

Ak4
David Chellevold, Principal
Darlington High School
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A RESOLUTION OF THE TELECOMMONICATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE
COMMISSION ON THE FUTURE OF SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA

WHEREAS, communities with uccess to advanced telecommunication capabilities will
economic and educational development in the next millennium, and

---'

WHEREAS, the United States Congress saw fit to pass legislation creating The Telecommunications Reform Act
of1996 which insures rural citizens have equal access to advancements and pricing in telecommunications. and

WHEREAS, this legislation selS into place the mechanism for rural communities to achieve a competitive
position in economic and educationi;l development with more affluent and strategically located urban areas. and

WHEREAS, The Act will enable rural communities opportunities to enhance their development and diversification
throughout the global society via teLecommunications through the elimination of traditional access problems, and

WHEREAS, The Act does not specifically state that institutions of higher education. non-profit regional
educational consortiums or health delivery systems shall are included as a Universal Service. and

WHEREAS, the Federal Communications Commission is soliciting comments and recommendations on
Universal Services under the Act.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Federal Communications Commission is encouraged to add un<b
§2S4 (h)(B) institutions of higher education and public education consortiums which utilize telecommunications to
enahnce regional cooperation for educational improvement in rural areas. including them as a Universal Service un<b
The Telecommunications Reform Act of 1996. and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Federal Communications Commission add non-profit rural health
delivery providers as a Universal Service under The Act in order to insure that rural citizens are provided access to
enhanced diagnostic and treatment tcchniques available via telecommunication activities in order In improve J(~lll

health care qualitY at reduced expensc. and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVE)), Ihat the Commission on the Future of Southwest Vir,inia "hAJJ uanin"t
this resolution and urge the following u\dividuals to include these recommendations in TIt.. T,.',,·o,","UII'('~IIIl)1U
Reform Act of 1996: The Honornl11r I'~ck C.Boucher. The Honorable John Warner.~ HOftorabl~ OwIfII

Robb. Mr. Mark Nadel. Ms. Clara Kuehn. Mr. Raft Mohammed. Mr. Andrew Muliu. Mr. Gary 0ddI. Mil .:;:rw
Plotronieri The Honorable Reed F Hundt. The Honorable Susan Nell. MI. Deborah Dupont. M, a lam
Howden, The Honorable Andrew C UlU1'C'n. Ms. Pamela Szymczak. Mr. l.arry PUlla,h. Mr. JOftalhan 1t"1. M, 0."
Seigel. Mr. Whiting Thayer, and Mr AlC':\ llellnfante.

Adopted, this the 1- day of Augu- I • 19%.

ATTEST:

No. of CopIes rec'd.__'__
ListABCDE



Fllc!ua! CommunicatiQns Commission
Ofrlce of S8C1'8IaIy

FX PARTE OR LATE FILED

DOCKET FILE COpy OR\G\NAl REceIVED

NOV,·~7_

28& Courtland Avenue
Toledo. Ohio 43809

October, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commissions
1919 M Sb'eet NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I write in strong support of affordable and meaningful discounts for all schools, public
and non-public, and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have
access to the world of information technology. The passage of the
Telecommunications Ad. earlier this year mandates the development of a rate for
education, public and non-public, or an -e-rate- to secure affordable rates reflecting
the financial capability of this community.

As the Federal Convnunications Commission and the Federal-State Joint Board
implement the universal serve provision, I ask you to ensure that telecommunications
companies provide services to all school and libraries at significantly discounted
rates.

I urge you to act upon this historic opportunity to bring the world of information to every
school child and life-long learner in America.

Sincerely,

Sister M. Brenda
Principal

Iv
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July 31, 1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Sir:

SOUTH HUNTINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

2 MELVILLE ROAD

HUNTINGTON STATION, N.Y. 11746-7699

SILVA LEE

Library Director

Telephone (1516) 1i49-4411

Fax (516) 1i49-6832

RECEIVED
NOV~7- J996'

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED FeC:ml Communications Commission
otfIce of Stcretaly

I'm writing to urge your strong support for discounted telecommunications discounts that will
empower libraries and schools to fulfill their role as universal service providers as authorized by the
Telecommunications Act of 1996. In passing this legislation, it is clear that Congress recognized the
key role of libraries in providing public access to the electronic information infrastructure and to
ensure that carriers would provide services to libraries and schools at rates less than those charged
to other parties.

Iflibraries are to provide the public with an expanded range of information opportunities, they must
have the capacity for high interactive and visual applications. Meaningful discounts to the full range
of telecommunication services available commercially will enable libraries to continue and expand
their services to the community.

I know that you are hearing from many parties about how the Federal Communications Commission
and the Joint Board should implement the universal service provisions. I strongly urge you to give
serious attention to libraries and the proposals they are making directly and through the American
Library Association.

Thank you very much for your attention to this matter which is of great importance to the libraries
and users of this district.

Sincerely,

!/ j) .//
/t)C1i 7 ke
Silva Lee
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October, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Co~munications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

RECEIVED
rNOV~1 t996

cc: Docket No. 98-45 Fedml Communications Commillion
FX PA.RTE OR LATE FILED OftlceofSecr*1Y

Dear Chairman Hundt:

weir write in strong support of afford~ble and meaningful dis
counts for all schools and libraries ao that every school
8~ild and life-long learner can have access to the . World

information technology. The passage of the Telecommunications
Act earlier this year mandates the development of a rate for ed
ucation or an "e-rate" to secure affordable rates reflecting the
financial capability of this co~munity.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are
important to improving learning. sparking the imagination and
leveling the playing field for all of this nation's people.
Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries
will assure that our children and life-long learners can connect
wi th the technology needed to compete in today's and tomorrow"s
workforcse. Advanced teleco~~unications services in the class
room will also creat informed and skilled consumers of new tech
nology well in the 21 st century.

As the Federal Communications Commission and the Federal-State
Joint Board implement the universal serve provision weir ask you
to encusre that telecommunications rompanies provide services to
schools and libraries at significantly discounted rates. All
schools and libraries need long-term discounts athat are truly ~__
affordable.flexible and offer c~oice in determin~ng which ser
vices best meet each communiti.es needs. It is imperative that
these services are linked directly into the classroom, lab and
work station.

Please convey these recommendations to the FCC and tha Federal
State Joint Board. Thank you for your attention to this matter
of considerable importance to all schools, classrooms. and
libraries.
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OCtober 14, 1996 FX P.ARTE OR LATE FILED

Federal CommunicatiOns Commission
1919 M St., N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: common Carrier Docket 196-45

Dear Commissioner:

RECEIVED

NOV -= l' 1996'
feds:s.t Communications Comml..lon

Office of Secml\'Y

, Slq)Ort the passage of the special educatiOn rate or E-rate providing schools and
libraries with a discounted rate for telecommunications.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to
improving education, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for aU of this
nation's people. Affordabte access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will
assure that our children and life-long learners can connect with the technology needed
to compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce.

AU schools and libraries need long-term discounts that are truly affordable. They also
need flexibility in determining which services best meet each community's needs. It is
Imperative that these services are linked directly to the classroom, lab and workstation.

1urge you to act upon this historic opportunity to bring the world of information to fNefy
school child and life-long teamer in America.

Sincerely,

I~Ka~

No. of Copies rec'd I
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SCHOOL DISTRICT
RIALTO UNIFIED

IRENE M. NEWTON
Superintendent

182 East Walnut Avenue Rialto, California 92376-3598 Telephone (909) 820-7700

I

BOARD OF
EDUCATION

Wilmer D. Carter

G. Louis Herz

William G. Jehue

John R.
Kaza\unas, Ed.D.

Dennis W. Mobley

October 21, 1996

FX PA.RTE OR LATE FILED RECEIVED

NOV'::?
Reed Hundt, chairman FedSial Communications Commission
Federal Communications Commission 0IficI of SICI'IlarY
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

In the development of rules regarding the Telecommunications Act of
1996 and its new Universal Service provisions, please consider the
request of the Rialto Unified School District to keep the discounted E
Rate for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

\; :f.<~~ );(. )IN.;t~
,-.

Irene M. Newton
Superintendent

fmc
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Kimball Library

FX PARTE OR LATE FILED

67 Main Street, Randolph, Vermont 05060

6 August 1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket 96-45 Universal Service

Dear Chairman Hundt,

RECEIVED

NOY=-71996'
FedS;:1\ Communications Commission

Office of SecmaJY

I am the librarian of a medium size (for Vermont) library in a town of 5000 people. I am
writing to ask you to support discounted telecommunications charges for libraries and
schools. We've been offering public access to the internet for four months and our
phone bills have tripledH If we don't get some relief from the Univeral Service bill, we
will have to review our open access policy. I feel that it would not be a good thing to
limit access because we are the only place in town where people can use the internet.

Please give serious attention to libraries and the proposals they are making.

Thank you,

Sami McRae
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DOlI Meyer, Superintendent
Catholic Education Office
~,~c",.,-,.

Phon~605) 226-2100/Fax: 226JO(i,
,=,==,~~, "'='=·''''"·~'''::;=~'=''""''''=='''''''~C_''':~,·:..,,_~:.,.,:

CC: Docket No. 96-4S

October 10, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 814
Washington, DC 200SS4

\)OCKE1FILECOPYOPABERDEEN CATH9kIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
Aberdeen, South Dakota 57401

I . .
Muk VIIG, DeDtlopmtnt Olfiter Mary Be!Jz~
Aberdeen Catholic School System t/ .
1400NNorth

one: (605

Dear Chairman Hundt:
FedSial Communications Commi"ioft

Office of Secre1lry

I write in strong support ofaffordable and meaningful discounts for all schools and horaries so
that every school child and life-long leamer can have access to the world ofinformation
technology. The passage ofthe Telecommunications Act earlier this year mandates the
development ofa rate for education or an "e-rate" to secure affordable rates reflecting the
financial capability ofthis conmnmity.

There is no doubt that advanced teleco1DTD1mications services are important to improving learning,
sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all ofthis nation's people. Affordable
access to technology in all classrooms and horaries will assure that our children and life-long
learners can connect with the technology needed to compete in todays and tomorrow's
workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in the classroom will also create informed and
skilled consumers ofnew technology well into the 21st century.

As the Federal Conmnmications Commission and the Federal-State Joint Board implement the
universal serve provision I ask you to ensure that teleco1DTD1JDications companies provide services
to schools and horanes at significantly discounted rates. All schools and horaries need long-term
discounts that are truly affordable, fleXlole and offer choice in determining which services best
meet each conmnmities needs. It is imperative that these services are linked directly into the
classroom, lab and work station.

I urge you to act upon this historic opportunity to bring the world ofinformation to every school
child and lifelong learner in America.

Sincerely,

!lC~ a;~k-
Nancy A. Zenk, Principal
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